
CLOSED 

UNTIL 

1972 

V 











m 















1228/D.F. 10th October, 1944 


I^r. Charge d'Affaires: 

Reverting to your communication of 
the 22nd August last, No. 669/94/44, raising 
the question of adverse consequences suffered 
by British Subjects and British protected per¬ 
sons in Liberia under the Act of the Legisla¬ 
ture passed and approved Jrlarch 5, 1944 entitled 
"An Act amendatory to an Act to provide an 
» Internal Revenue Code of the Republic of Liberia 

j approved 11th December, 1937, as far as it re¬ 

lates to Permits of Residence", I have the honour 
to forward the following observations: 

American citisehs employed in the service 
of Government are exempted from the payment of 
Residence fees, because their contracts of employ¬ 
ment cover charges and fees which they would have 
to pay were they not in the service of Government, 
and it is in such charges and fees that the fees 
for permits of residence are included. In view 
of this, to levy and collect said fees from such 
employees would in the view of my Government be 
anomalous. 

H. B. M. Charge d'Affaires, Ad Interim. 

And Acting Consul General, 

British Legation, Monrovia. 
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The privilege of exemption accorded 
foreign employees of the Firestone Plantations 
Company, amongst whom are several British sub¬ 
jects, -rows out of contractual commitments made 
reciprocally by the Government and the said Com¬ 
pany in the Agreement be tween them. 

As rc r- rds exemptions to Missionaries, 
the Government finds it difficult to believe it 
to be the earnest contention of your Government 
that taxation should have been levied upon and 
collected from such eleemosynary institutions, 
sore of which -are British, ensagpd as they are 
in the r-rc-at work of s ducat inn, Christian isinc 
and evangelising, - lofty endeavours to which the 
British Government, even before the establishment 
of tie Liberian Republic, hoc nobly committed 
Itself so zealously. 

Having" cersfuiiy examined the entire 
position in the light of all the facts, my Govern¬ 
ment now concedes that the contentions raised by 
your Government soon to be tenable with reference 
to the exemption of British Citizens and British 
protected persons from the binding force of the Act 
referred to in yours crowing out of Article 2 of 
the Treaty between our two Governments when taking 
into consideration the exemptions granted to American 
Citizens under the Treaty between that Government 
and ours of the dal e of August 3, 1933, and will in 
due course make such adjustments in the premises 
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as the circumstances demand. 

Be pleased, Mr. Charge d'Affaires, 
to accept the assurance of my high esteem and 
consideration. 
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&HI7IUH LKOATZOR, 
UOHBOIA. 




Personal and Confidential* 

■ SBSSSUU^S 


6th October, 1944* 



Men* UVm M nltt, 

I thank you for your loiter of t*io 60 th 
deptcuber lent, transmitting throe oopiea of 
Executive order Ha* I6»l944 t suspending until the 
meeting of the legislature the collection of Permit 
of wesiaence Poos fron iinndingu traders* Fantee 
fishermen and other artisans of alien national lip* 

1 note that the reason given for the ouapension le 




not on account of certain diplomatic representations, 
but u*ln£ to the idfficulty of colloctina the true* 

1 also took due note of the o^nlon you 
expressed to rm In a recent interview that permit 
of residence fees for all aliens should be graduated 
according to their earning capacity* and £ understand 
from Co ivy n hours ay that some such ache: e is to be 
put before tho Legislature in its coming session* 

Admirable however as all these motions are* 

X tSlink 1 should perhaps remind you in cnee it should 
have been lost sight of that the issue still between 
as is our claim that, un^er our Treaty stipulations, 
British subjects and British Protected persons should 
be granted exemption from payment of any fees for 
their Liberian permit of tftesldeaoe* Possibly if the 
reforms to the devonue Code now being formulated had 

Honourable debris 1 h* Dertnle, 

Department of 3tf>ts, 

HOHRO/XA* 
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been embodied In the AmandiiUJnts phased at t he la at 
iiesbign of the Leglulature, this iaaue might hare 
never been raised; but having now been raised. It 
cannot very well be ignored* The "national equality" 
clause in the Liberirui-American Treaty, on which we 
base gur claim, is not, as you know, peculiar to 
Treaties between Liberia end other Contracting 
countries; it is of course & standard recognised 
clause of very long atari ding which is to be found 
in many intermitional treaties; and ae such it has 
acquired a standard International meaning which is 
not capable of any different interpretation* In fact 
it has always been taken to aceun exactly what it says* 

It is therefore difficult for any one to under stand 
how the Liberirm Government can cl alia that the "national 
equality* clause in the Liberlan^Americ^n treaty has 
no application to Britl h subjects or British protected 
persons under our most favoured nation privileges. 

It would of course have been possible i'or siy 
Government to have invoked suae other treaty between 
Liberia and a third country , containing the "national 
equality clause*; such as the Liberian/Jut oh Treaty 
of iBGg; but 1 believe it preferred to rely on the 
Liber inn-Aineri cun Treaty, feeling no doubt that in 
case of need* Liberia would be more willing, by reason 
of their many mutual Interests* to listen to an 


explanation 







explanation by the United States Government jf 
the ^national equality* clause in their joint 
Treaty, than they would be billing to list n to 
a similar interpretation of the pertinent clause 
in some other Treaty by my other Qoverrj ent 
affected* 

Of co irse this does not imply that my 
Government has any wish to involve any third 
Power in our present controversy, I am merely 
trying to put things clearly and to apenjc frankly 
to you by placing all the cards on the table, I 
know that the sole object between us is to try to 
avoid a rupture, and to continue working together 
for one another's mutual national interests as M 
have done in the past , and which X hope we shall 
be enabled to continue to do in the future* This 
seems to rj to be a ir*uch more worth while and 
profitable end to pursue, than a futile wrangling 
over the application of a treaty. 

In aonclufjion let me say how glad I was 
to learn, from your Koto of the i^lst daptember 
last, that we share the anne views on this subject 


Your * i incertly. 
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30th September, 1944 





Dear Mr. Trant: 

I have pleasure in forwarding 
you three copies yf executive Order No. 16 - 
1944, suspending the collection of Permit of 
Residence Fee from M-mdi ngo Traders, Fanti 

Fishermen and other Artisans of alien national1 
ty. 


As soon as it is convenient 


I shall be forwarding a reply to your Per¬ 
sonal and Confidential Note. 



Sincerely yours, 


Mr. John P. Trant, 

II.B.M.Char e d'affaires 


* iVi • v i o n ill. ± at x i t V o | rl m r 

and Acting Consul General 
British Legation, 
Monrovia. 
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BKITISH LrtWflOW, 
IIGJFIOVIA. 


por..u;)»l Hnd OonTlConti»l. 

m sea si: =£J=X*mtr*t*=»eCif3=S3£U==J 


let j© >te Imr, 1P44* 

U- ■ ^ ^ 


Deer Mr* Dennis# 13£ 


* 


•ih, i ** •* ,i * ' 


1 must oaofsati to © goatl (teal or diaa^xiint- 


ment over your Hot© ho* 1090/j* F. of the 16 th 
dQptfisfber leal, caHff&UfliQating'to me th© ueoiolon of 
the Liberian Qoverimont to deny our reuoot for 
exemption for British subject a f«nd Briti h protected 
persons in Liberia from payment of a fee for the 
Liberian permit of residence; end before 1 send a 
copy of your flute on to London t where I am afraid it 
©ill be recalled with the greatest mi ©giving, 1 
venture to aulzuit the following additional obsurve- 
tions which 1 pray may receive your serious oonai- 
deratlon mvi at an; ion* 

in the first place you will be ©ware that 
you speak in Your Hots of the Invocation of Article 
7 of our ;!utuitl Treaty of ?eaae# Friendship mid 
Commerce of 164B; ana throughout your argument the 
same Article la always Mentioned* Actually however# 
in Kiy Hots to you of th© 2^ncl *»u&uui l&at# in i^r» 
aurmca of in.itruetiona» I only invoked Article 2 of 
that Treaty# which in its letter pert treats exclu¬ 
sively of the rights end privileges of individu^lo 
roaidln in each other’s country# and does not# as 
In Article 7# ap. ly to matters of rammers© and 
navigation between the two popples* Therefore# as 

your 


Honourable Gabriel L* Jannio# 


Department o state# 

Mftao’X • 






your argument i& altogether based on ATtialQ 7* I 
da not sec t nor do 1 think that r>y Qevewvaent will 
fip^r0cl8l«i how it can he either relevant or 
ap : lie^blo* 

hut jl really ant to get uo’sn to the pructioal 
aspects of the case* which prompted our xntervention 
not mentioned at all by you* end which is concerned 
with the particular burden which has keen placed by 
the new Liberian legislation on the unfortunate 
Fsntea fishcewn* who are probably the largest 
numerical group of foreigners in Liberia* and the 
least iUalifiud to bear this heavy additional taxa¬ 
tion* From my conversation with Liberians on the 
subject* i think it may be taken as a natter of 
com'vQii knQ’tiiGtxpf' and OQOtmm consent that the 
Liberian Legislature did not really intend to pena¬ 
lise thlo nurjortmo group of fallow Africans in their 
midst* .hen iiaklng amendments to tne Internal 
hevonus Uode; but that through haste or ^gli^ernc©* 
or for lack of sufficient con die ration of the Isaac 
involved* these Fantee people were Inadvertently 

included mnongst the other foreigners in tat* new 

■ 

Amendment a* There may also nave been e few Legisla¬ 
tors Wfeo* with mistaken seal* toped by endi heavy 
taxation on the Fontee fianeraen* to force this group 
into Liberian citizenship* But Xt such were the esse 
these legislators were evidently attoopting to apjly 


c w oral yg 
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o&spoive measures on tho fren will or tho Individual * 
which 1 understand la exactly what we United Nation* 
in thla War are flouting to overcome! and whatever 
ie not good morals can hardly bo cuneidortd goad 
law; nor could Liberia, or any other country* expeat 
to obtain good citizens from eueh extortivc measures. 
JSv**n Bom of the Liberian nesapoperii* as you have 
doubtless already noticed* have condemned their own 
Legislature for such m short sifted and misgulrded 
policy. 

But whether or not tills leg!elution, thich 
strikes at the-Fentee fisherman, was unintentional 
or deliberate f it eoewa to me that in defending that 
legislation* the State jtepartnetit is plaalng Liberie 
in an s<iUlvocal mnu false position in the eyeo of 
follow Africans In adjoining territories* who* once 
that they understand the situation* will not relish 
the way that their race ie being penalised by the 
only independent Negro Republic on this Continent. 

My personal opinion* for what It may be woifth* 
is that riy O o f fn mMt will also be inclined to take 
a very pour view of the gratuitous admonition your 
Government has seen fit to make* in the penultir.ate 
paragra ph of your Note* about the prospect of retalie*- 
tory rieaaur gsj for in rry hunble view on» implication 
of this sort is hardly Justified without sore evidence 
ef intention* which in this instance ie ebeolutely 


* 







wanting. 











o '«1 





Whet I think is much more likely to .happen 
la a return to the unhappy days of ten odd year# 
ago# when a rupture of relations kept our two coun¬ 
tries apart 9 and brought to a au&den end ell Inter* 
course and friendship* This would be a sad con¬ 
clusion to the work of eluee co-opurutlon in .filch 
you anl 1 have been engaged ever sines the advent 

m 

of the present Adninletratlon; and which holds out 
so iruoh proper of further fruition in such signs as 
the new internet no" boing manifested towords this 
oountry by the British Council, and in the plans we 
are Raking together for closer co-operation between 
Liberia and the adjoining British territories in 
each and every direction. 

But the ultimate choice ms t be yours. If you 
prefer to disavow or disregard what# in our view, are 
solemn Treaty undertakings, then obviously our paths 
must separate# aid we met each gu our own way* 

Youth sincerely, 

ms* * rV - } 



P* d» I have Juut received your letter of the goth 
intit nnt and shall be happy to aubocly in your 
Note the alteration you oak for, if you still 
wish it to go forward in its original foru* 
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20th September, 1944 


Dear Mr. Trant: 

I have just observed that a minor 
typographical error was made in the Department 1 s 
communication of the 16th instant, in stating the 
date of the Amendatory Act relating to permits of 
residence as being Inarch 25th instead of March 5th. 
It is ray desire to have this alteration made, and I 
wish you will be kind enough to read that section of 
the letter in the light of this correction. 


’iVith assurances of ny usual high esteem 


Hr. John Trant 



H.B.M. Ohargi d'Affaires ad interim 
and Acting Consul General, 

British Legation, 

Monrovia. g 


















669 / 04 / 44 . 



‘ItitlTlaM LttQATXON, 




:2£n& Aupnist* 1944 # 


iour jJtccllency, 

Upon receipt oi lour r*xcell-:ncy'a camnunieu- 
tiun of thy ttbth koy lout* tmnuriitting dr luted 
Copies of tiij Act of the Liberian Legislature, 
approved on the bth March 1944* entitled n A n Act 
Anenontory to an Act to provide an Internal Revenue 
of the Republic of Liburifi approved IIth 
December 19J& § os for as in relates ts of 

Residence" f I loBt no tic* In for v r rding these 
onelgutiren to r.y Oovernmerit* with, the observation 
that nr ftf as i could Juage, by far the largest 
number of hritiuh subject a or liritieh protected per¬ 
sona in Liberia affected by this new leginj otion v me 
composed of Fnntee fluhwWn and their fonilirc from 
the Ckild Coeat, who probably constitute tht* lowest 
income aapnio T claaa amongst nil foreigners in Liberie, 
and ..ho are the* re fore In no practical position to meet 
thi.i five-fold increase in taxation* 

! • hy Govermoent hns now replied expreaoini throve 
concern over thin truly jvj itivr taxation imposed by 
the Liberian Government upon follow Africans* who while 
trying to nrke t : odeut living for theme Ives and their 
families in their hazardous calling- of the eea» oro by 
so doing being evidently of perl service to Liberia 
during this period of universal food short am, in hello¬ 
ing 



Hie Excellency 

the decretory of Etete 

of the Republic of Liberia, 
Department of dtatc* 
MONROVIA. 






ii. 


ing to provide on ode mote au]; ly of frerh flub 
for her citi;ifmu£ while at the same tire it id 
pointed out that neither in their native British 
Colony of the Gold Coast, nor in the adjoining 
British territory of Sierra Leone, are dircriminp- 
tony truces of any kind irmosed upon Liberian 
oitizeno residing there. 

■3. On this account r y Government finds 
itself reluctantly compelled to invoke article 2 
of the treaty of Friendship find Cor* <irce between 

i 

the United Kingdom nnl Liberia of 1848, ani thereby 
to cl air. for all sritiah subjects and British 
Protected parsons in Liberia th* moat favoured nation 
. privileges granted to United state & citizen?- in 
Liberia under the terras of Article 1 of the ^reaty 
of Friendship, Conferee an 1 Navigation hetTfenn the 
United states and Liberia d tod the 8th August, 1936. 

4, It in not known at this Legation exactly 
to vhfit extent the United Staten in v ^ taken advantage 
of thl« latter clause in the afore-rw^ntlon^d Treaty, 
to cl sin exemption for th* Lr citizens in Liberia 
from payment of the Liber inn permit of real dance tsx; 
as it is understood that/must American citizens in 
Liberia a*'© already exempted from tho tux under sore 
other special dispensation, such ns missionary or 
educational activity, employment with the Liberian 
Government, or possibly unuur some a 3 ecial agreement 
wit! the Fire a tone t l*intations Company relating to 
all foreigners in their employ. But I an instructed 


to 






to state that the fact that the United states may, 
op my not avail them*elves of the exemption 
granted to them by their ?reut with Liberia * doeo 
not detract tru right of his ttfijenty # 3 Govern¬ 

ment In the United Kingicr to claim similar and 
rictual exemption* Hi a Haje ty* a Government hove 
.always tumtiiined the principle without refutation 
thiit the rj;j; favoured nation clause in treaties is 
brought int^ operation by the grant of any privileges 
{to which trie s,K>Qt favoured nation douse applies) 
to ; third tit at a t and does not therefore have to 
await th«? actual exorcise of the privilege by the 
nationals o; 1 the? third country* 

a, i m accordingly instructed by my 
Covoriy t at formally to i*e ;ueut four occulleney to 
hr lag this claim to the notice of the Siberian 
(lovemrvjnt, with a view to obtaining exemption for 
fill British subjects and British protected persons 
in Liberia frur having henceforward to prsy any 
fee whatsoever for their Liberian permit of residence* 
i avail pyseli of the opportunity to 
convey to Youi' liocoolleney the assurance of ry highest 
ooneiucjration and esteem* 

‘‘' v ' jw?.-v '■ aafcfsjs 

H.B.M. CSiAliOK l )*AKPAIiiiti AD 3WTKHIM 
aKj ,.f;ru:o c:ok»ul Or, yj,i.. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.l 



(Z 4727/3930/24) 

2nd August, 1944* 




Sir, 

In your deepatoil No. 19 (442/94/44) of the 2nd June yau 
"eiorted 7 that the Liberian Government had Increased the annual 
ta*°on aliens resident in Liberia from £10 to goG. 

y I reouest that you will approach the Liberian Government 
on the lines suggested in paragraph 4 of your despatch unaer 

reference and u^e that Britieh subjects and British protected 
persons should not be required to pay this charge, Ahich is 
virtually a tax f'rcm which Liberian citizens are exempt, ii 
necestarL you should point out that the fact that United 
States citizens do not avail themselves of the exemption 
granted to them by the Treaty between the United States and 
Liberia of 1936 does not detract from the right oi his 
Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom to claim similar 
and actual exemption. His Majesty's Government have always 
maintained the principle that the most-fayoured-nation claut-e 
In treaties is brought into operation by the grant ul any 
'’■rivileiie (to which the most-favoured-nation clause applies) 
to a third state and does not have to await the actual 
exercise of the privilege by the nationals of the third country. 

3. In making this approach, you Bhould point out to the 
Secretary of State that there is no similar tax on aliens in 
Sierra Leone or the Gold Coast where Liberian citizens are 
resident. You should add that His Majesty’s Government are 
anxious to maintain their present friendly relations with 
Liberia and that they hope that the Liberian Government will 
not raise a point of contention by refusing the present just 
request! It may not be irrelevant zo remind His Excellency 
of the considerable margin by which the estimated revenue for 
1944 exceeds} the expenditure for that year and to stress that 
the^present request is not detrimental to the financial situation 

in Liberia. 

4 * If the Secretary of State should remark upon t.'ie delay 
"between the conclusion of the Treaty between the United 
States and Liberia and the present request, you should reply 
that while they were prepared to acquiesce in the almost 
nominal sum previously demanded of British suojecte, His 
Majesty 1 s Government are disturbed by the five-fold increase 
in this tax ana feel bound to safeguard British subjects ana 
British protected persons under theit treaty rights. 

1 with great truth, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

(For tile Secretary of State) 





J.P* Trant, Esq., 

etc., etc*, etc., 
Monrovia* 
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• V ° 443/94/44 

nis Majesty's d'affaires at liCNROVIA 

^Rems Ins complitiWfiTC'lfrjj^ g BxCellWC* t '10 
and has the hont $b lt ofWigk e ri'# pmen fc loned 

documents. 

British. . ... .. 

l#6^Etion 1 

.MONROVIA.. 

, 2nd June;*‘19 44 94 . 

Reference to previous correspondence. 

Description of Enclosure. 

Name and Date. Subject. 


3opy of Kr* Charge Increase of ^Iberian 

d*Affaires Trent’s permit of Residence 

despatch No. 19 ^44id/94/ annual fee. 

44) of 2nd June, 1944, 

to The Foreign Office. 


rti 











No 


l(. 



( 446/94/-W) 

s d f Affaires pt MONROVIA 

las complmven^o^ Resident 

and has the honour to trnrgy^u £o gnc ler-mentioned 

documeu is. 

P »»t f t si 1 1 

L/ f 1 i» f O T* * « ■ fr L«^ J, * Aa» 4-4 # ****** m w - 

O 1 ^ fii t# i 0 - * f 


wormcr/iA. 


* - g * # # # » 


Heference to previous correspondence: 


2nd June 



vit# 


Description of Enclosure 


Name and Date. 


Subject 


Copy of Mr* Charge d f 
AffaireB Trunt T s despatch 
No* 19 (44^/9^/44) of the 
2nd June, 19 l 4, to the 
Foreign Gfii.ce* 


Increase of 
Liberian Permit of 
Residence annual 
fee. 



347S)a 2T/U9—2 (4) 















No 


( 445/94/44) 

HIS Maicstv’&» 


_ ■■ ilic ‘ sty t fCharge d'Af a. 

presents Itia compliments To 
and has the hniGQVferWOiPniOIto. 
documents 


at MONROVIA 


British., 


Legationj 


--MONROVIA; 


ilcference to previous correspondence: 


2nd. fune. f .. 1.94494 


Description of Enclosure.. 


Name and Date. 


Copy of Kir. Charge d 1 
Affaires Trent's despatch 
o. 19 (442/94/44) of 
2nd June, 1944, to the 
Foreign Office. 


Increase of Liberian 
Permit of Residence 
annual fee. 



3479a ‘2/* lift-2 (4) 













444/94/44 


Hi8 Majesty's , , at 

, .. Charge d’Affnires at ilOTrROVIA 

, , . His Excellency the 

and has the 
documents. 

British 


* * 'T' U * • i * +*>■****« * * * * 

Le gat ion, 


MONROtIA. 


0 , , , 2nd • June ^ 19^4. 

iicference to previous correspondence; 9 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. 

Subject. 

Cojjy of iir. Charge d* 

Increase of Liberian 

Affaires Trent’s 

Permit of Resiaence 

despatch Ho. 19 (442/94/ annual fee. 

44) of 2nd June, 1944, 

to 

The Foreign Office. 


# 


«. w* '■m ... «■ , 

i ?h t* No 44 "f 

fc (8tG. ... LfHV i 

*" 1 ^ £h -«a.^ 
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No. IS, 

( 443 / 94 / 44 ) 


HHXIUH L.GAIIOH, 



liGKKQVlA. 




^ ,r« ‘ — 

ftUENo 

I^No. 


*^U J e, 1 944* 



dir, 


I ha vo the honour to transmit herewith copy of 

an amending act of the Liberian Legislature, approved 
on the 5th March* 1944, increasing the an.-itttil fee of a 
Liberian pens it of residence from ^10,00 to $60*00 per 
alien, per annum, except for educational and r isaionary 
worker*; and also copy of Executive Order Jlo* 8-1944 
dated the 2£nu May, 1944, providing: certain war regulations 
for the registration of alien# 

h* This sudden and unanticipated fivefold increase 
in the aliens tax has caused great bewilderment and con¬ 
cern aiEQBgGt British vfost African subjects reaid nt in 
Liberlai particularly amongst the Fantee fishermen from the 
Gold Coast! whom there are several hundred established 
in the different parts along the Liberian coast, along with 
their wives and fanlliea* For while a tax of T 10*00 per 
annum, paid in two separate Instalments, was possible for 
rjost to bear, an annual tax of fivo times that omount la 
entirely beyond their possibilities* These fishermen are 
accordingly making preparations to leave Liberia end to 
return with their families to the Gold Coast; but owing 
to the war-time restrictions of ship ing facilitieo this 
undertaking presents many difficulties for them* 

5* The purpose of the increased tax is said primarily 
to envisage the collection of additional revenue, particu¬ 
larly from the Syrian community, the admission of nany more 
of whom is said to have been authorised; and secondly to 
force the foreign l/eat African comiiainity to adopt Liberian 
citizenship* The Fantee fishermen appear however reluctant 
to do this, and prefer to return homo, rather than submit 
to this imposition* The result is likely to be unfavourable 
to the Liberian Government who will gain nothing from their 
departure, and as the Liberian fishing industry le largely 
in ths hands of the Fantee eorm,mnlty this will,also be the 
loser* 

4* X have been meditating bow it might be possible 
to exempt the local British population from payment of this 
t?ix, ( nd in this connection I have been studying Article 

1 o-'“ the Treaty of Friendship, Qotumvm anil iravlgation 
between the United States and Liberia! dated the 8th August 
1958 (of which a copy was forwarded to the Foreign Office 
under cover of Washington iSabaasy despatch No* 916 of the 
loth August 1939) which protects American oitlzona from pay¬ 
ment of internal chargee and taxes other or higher than 
those paid by Liberian citizens; becouee^you know } Article 8 
of our Treaty of Friendship and Commerce with Liberia, dated 
the slot November 1848 J permits us to take advantage o* any 
favoured nation clause In other State * 1 ® treaties with this 
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country; but so far os 1 can at present make out* 
j user icon citizens still continue to pay the permit of 
residence tax In this country* in spite of their new 
treaty* If you will allow me to waver I should like to 
raise the matter with the Liberian Government* and 
enquire whether in view of the recent treaty between 
the United States and Liberia* British subjects in 
Liberia should not be exempted from payment of the permit 
of residence tax, under the tema of our treaty with 
Liberia dated the Slat November 1848* on the grounds that 
United States citizens virtually possess thet exemption 
even though they do not Apparently avail themaelvea of It* 

i have the honour to be 
with the highest re spe c * 

Sir, 

Your moat obedient* 
humble Servant, 











Baeloeura Ho* 1 to Mr, Charge d , AffaiP*s Trant*a 
dee >atch Ho. 19 (448/94/44) dated at Monrovia, 

2nd June, 1944* 
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AF ACT AI4EHDATQHY TO JN ACT ENTITLED *AN ACT TO PROVIDE 
AH INTERNAL REVENUE CODE OP THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA 11 
AP! ROVED DECEMBER II , 1U3T AJ FAR Ad IT RELAE&J TO 
FEHMXTB CP R^IDiiNCEf 

It la enacted by the Senate end House of Repre¬ 
sent at ivea of the Republic of Liberia in Legislature 
assembled! 

Section 1* That fro® and imnediatcXy after the passage 
of this Act| Number 64 and 66 of Article 
4 Section 1 of the Act entitled; " 4 j% Act to provide an 
Internal Revenue code, of the Republic of Liberia, appro to A 
December 11 f 1967, wider "dchedule of stamp Duties' 11 shell be 
amended tu reads 64* Permits of Residence 6 months and 
under, ^26*00, 66* Permit a of Residence, one year *60*00. 

section 2* After the figure and words 60* ftlte of 

Summons (all) from whatever source ^0*20 on 
line 4, page 22 of said Act, add the followings All aliens 
who are engaged in Educational and Missionary work within 
the Republic are hereby exempted from the payment of the 
feu ohnrgable for the permit a of residence, provided, that 
all ouch Aliens shall file a written statement, upon oath, 
in the Department of Public Instructions, ILL*, that he or 
she has come into the Republic for the sole purpose of 
carrying on Educational or iilBslonary work and that his or 
her stay will be for a period of two or more years, in 
addition to the presentation of certificate from the Board 
or Institution sending triem out to carry on sain Educational 
or Missionary or4* 



After the Secretary of Public Instruction is 
satisfied that the statement of the applicant is genuine, 
he shall thou inform the Secretary of the Interior accordingly 
who shell then isse a Certificate of Residence to the 
Applicant. 

diction T* That all Acta or parts of Acts conflicting with 
the above provisions in so far sa relate to 
permits of Residence, be and the some are hereby repealed* 

Section 4* This Act shall take effect immediately and be 
published in hand-bills* 

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 


Approved March &, 1944* 


Published by-Authority 
Government printing Office, 
Department of State# <• L, 










Budosura No; 2 to lir* Charge d* Affaires Trent ’g 
despatch No* 19 (442/94/44) doted at ikmrovlB* 

m& June, 1944# 
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ttBCOTIVK ORDER Vo* 6*1944 


Ancillary to aviating Laws and Regulations governing 
the entry Into the Republic of Aliena* the following la 
published for guidance of all concerned* end la to remain 
in full force for the duration of the Wars 

1* All aliens entering the Republic shall* within 
twety-four hours of their arrival f report in 
person to the Goimaonwealth District or City Police 
Authority; and thence to the Ietl igration Office 
for the required registration* In Hinterland 
Juriadiction they shall report in person to the 
Office of th© District Commissioner. 

2. Proprietors of pension and boarding house* Corporations 
Business establishments and/or private individuals 
lodging aliens entering the Republic -in transit or for 

permanent residence - shall* within twenty-four house 
of admitting them* appear in person before the Immigration 
authority and make a report. 

• Violation uf the provisions of this Vaceautlva order 
shall subject the offending alien* proprietor and /or 
private Individual to n :’ine of fifty dollars ( 50*00) 
or three months imprisonment f and deportation of 
ouch alien* 

The provisions hereof shall not apply to Diplomatic 
and Consular Representatives* their families and Staff; 

High Officials of friendly Governments and their retinue; 
and t- techn^ca^ and ^rofe a3*„nai experts m*^**^* by 
Government# 


this a:ind day of Uay *,J,i944* 


(dgd*) *ILLI,iI V..,* mJUJI 
president of Liberia 











% 



Ur. }o 



The Secretary of State of Liberia 
presents his compliments to His Ha jester's 
Charge d 1 Affaires, ad interim and Acting 
Consul General at Monrovia, and hereby 
transmits for his information, two copies 
each of the undermentioned publications: 

1* An Act of the Legislature entitled; 

An Act Amendatory to an Act entitled: 
"An Act to provide an Internal Revenue 
"Code of the Republic of Liberia 11 , 
"Approved December 11, 1937 as far as 
"it relates to Permits of Residence .T 


2. Executive Order ?h>* 8 - 1944, 



DEPART 1 ENT OF STALE, 
25th May, 1944, 






Enclosure Ko, 
despatch- No. 


1 to Mr* Charge d r Affaires Trunks 
19 (442/94/44) dated at Monrovia, 
2nd June, 1944, 
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AK ACT AMOTDAPQRY TO AN ACT ENTITLED "AK act TO PH0¥H3B 
AN INTERNAL REVENUE CODE OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA 1 ’ 

AP ROVE DECKUB1R 11, 1937 AS FAB A3 IT RELATES TO 
PERJ.JTS OF RESIDENCE? 


It is snooted by the Senate and House of Repre¬ 
sentatives of the Republic of Liberia in Legislature 
assembled; 

Section 1* That from and lxm - lately after the passage 
of this Act, Nmcber ©4 and 65 of Article 
4 Section 1 of the Act entitled: ”An Act to provide an 
Internal Revenue code, of the Republic of Liberia, approved 
December ll f 1957, under ^Schedule of stamp duties'* shall be 
amended to read: 64* permits of Reui.nance 6 months and 
under, V 25*GQ* 66* permits of Residence, 01 is year ,53*00, 

; Section 2* After the figure and words 3Q» frits of 

Surairons (all) from whatever ug .roe v u*20 on 
line 4, pagti 2 of said Act, odd the followings Adi aliens 
who are engaged in Educational and Missionary work within 
the Republic ere hereby exempted from the payment of the 
fee ohargable for the permits of residence, provided that 
all such Aliens shall file a written statement, upon oath, 
in the Deportment of public Instructions, wL, , that he or 
she had come into the Republic for the sole purpose of 
carrying on Educational or Missionary Mark and that his or 
her stay will be for a period of two or more years, in 
addition to the presentation of certificate fro® the Board 
or Institution sen ling them out to c trry on said Educational 
or Missionary work. 

After the Secretary of public Instruction is 
satisfied that the statement of the applicant is genuine, 
he shall then inform the Secretary of the Interior accordingly, 
who shall then issae a Certificate of Residence to the 
Applicant, 

Section 3. That all Acts or parts of Acts conflicting with 
the above provisions In so far as relate to 
permits of Residence, be and the same are hereby repealed. 

Section 4* This Act shall take effect Immediately and be 
published in hand-bills. 

Any law to the contrary no twi the tan ding. 

Approved March 5, 1944* 


Published byl Authority 
Government printing Office, 
Department of State, R*L. 









Enclosure No* 2 to Hr* Charge d’Affe ires Trent's 
despatch Ho* 19 (442/94/44) dated at Monro via, 

2nd June, 1944* 
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EXECUTIVE ORDER No. 8-1944 


Ancillary to existing Laws and regulations governing 
the entry into the Republic of Aliens, the following is 
published for guidance of all concerned, and in to remain 
in full force for the duration of the War; 

i* All aliens entering the Republic she! * within 
twety-feur hours of their arrival, report in 
person to the Comi onwealth District or City Police 
Authority; and thence to the Immigration Office 
for the required registration* In Hinterland 
Jurisdiction they shall report in person to the 
Office of the District Commissioner. 

2* Proprietors of pension and boarding house, Corporations 
Business establishment a ano/or private individuals 
lodging alien© entering the Republic -in transit or for 

pemanunt residence - shall, within twenty-four hours 
of admitting them, appear in person before the immigration 
authority and moJfce a report. 

3, Violet ion wf the pro vis ions jf this Executive order 
shall subject the off (aiding alien, proprietor and /or 
private individual to a fine of fifty dollars (^OG.GQ) 
or three months imprisonment, and deportation of 
ouch alien. 

The provisions hereof shall not apply to Diplomatic 
and Consular Reproseatatuvea, their families and Staff; 

High Officials of friendly Governments and their retinue; 
and t« teeiuuca^ and pro£«aa«*>xi&l experts by 

Government* 

XbGUED this 22nd day of Day A*D* 1944, 


Ugd.) WILLIE V.J. TUBU/jr 
President of LlBerie, 






Enclosure Ko. 1 to hr, Charge d 1 Affaire* Trent's 
day ntch Ho. 19 (44L/9V‘k4> dated at Monrovia, 


. * nd Jun<j, 1944. 



AN ACT mmjjttuzt TO AH AOT KflTXTUSD "AN ACT TO PROVIDE 
AN INTKJdfAL RHVWfUTi DOPE OP THE REPUBLIC OP UBfcUA 
AP ROVK:^ l^CSHB^R 11, 19^7 A FAR A3 IT KELATRn 70 
FSRMiTa op RKaroKNCur 

It ie enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
aontativeo of the Republic of Liberia in Legislature 
assembled* 

* 

Section 1. That from and to jediately after the passage 
of this Act, Humber 64 and 65 of Article 
4 Section 1 of the Act entitled* "An Act to provide an 
Internal Revenue code, of the Republic of Liberia, approved 
December 11, 1037, under "schedule of et&np Duties* shall be 
attended to read; 64. Permit* of Residence 6 months and 
under, $ 86 *00. 65, Permit* of Residence, one year 960 * 00 , 

section 8. After the figure anti vorda 90. frits of 

gunmans (ell; from whatever source #0,83 on 
line 4, page 2 of said Act, add the following; All aliens 
who are engaged in Educational and Jiauionary work within 
the Republic ere hereby exempted from the payment of the 
fee chargablo for the permits of realdence, provided that 
all such Aliena shall file a written atnteiarnt, upon oath. 

In the Department of Public Instruction*, H.L., that he or 
*he has corn© into the Republic for the sole purpose of 
Carrying on Educational or Mlaoionary work and that hie or 
her stay will be for a period of two or more yours, in 
addition to the presentation of certificate from the Board 
or institution sending them out to carry on said Educational 
or Missionary \?ork. 


After the Secretary of Public Instruction la 


satisfied that the utateiitt of the applicant Is genuine, 
he shall then inform the secretary of the Interior accordingly, 
who shall then 1*3 -e e Certificate of Residence to the 
Applicant. 


fraction ?. That ell Acte or part* of Acts conflicting with 
the above provisions in so far ee relate to 
permit* of Residence, be and the s uae are hereby repealed. 

Motion 4. This Act shall take effect to^dietoly end be 
published in hand-bill*. 


Any law to the contrary notwithstanding 
Approved " arch 6 , 1944. 



published by Authority 
Government Printing office. 
Department of utnte, L. 












Kncloaure No, 2 to Mr. Charge d'Afitlree Trnnt'e 
despatch No, 19 (443/94/44) doted at Monrovia* 

June, 1944* 
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EXECUTIVE ORD&h Vo* 8-1944 


Ancillary to existing Laws *md angulations governing 
the entry into the Republic of Aliens, the following is 
published for guidance of ell concerned f and is to remain 
in full fbree for the duration of the Nar* 

1* All aliens entering tne Republic shall, within 
tvety-four hours of their arrival, report in 
person to the Commonwealth District or City Police 
Authority; and thence to the Immigration Office 
for the required registration. In hinterland 
Jurisdiction they shall report in poroon to the 
Office of the District Commissioner, 

roprietors of peneion and boarding house, Corporations 
Business establishments and/or private individuals 
lodging aliens entering the Republic -in transit or for 

permanent residence - shall, within twenty-four house 
of admitting them, appear in person before the immigration 
authority and make a report. 

3, Violation the provisions of this Executive order 
shall subject the offending alien, proprietor and /or 
private individual to a fine of fifty doll are ($80*00) 
or throe months Imprisonment, and deportation of 
ouch alien. 

?he provisions hereof shrill not apply to Diplomatic 
and Consular Representatives, their families and Staff; 

High officials of friendly Oovernaents and their retinue; 
and t- technical and # .rg£es8* v na«. experts e*wsby 
Government. 


ladU J this :>:yid day of liay a. >. 1944* 


( 9 gd«) VXLLXrJft v. ii. fUBUAH 
President of Liberia. 









